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in a conservative way, for social improvement,
centring their efforts upon what is to them the
great social unit, the family. The large number
of monographs upon France, which have been
published by the members of this organisation
must eventually tell.

The best work is yet done by the sociologists
and the economists connected with the institu-
tions of learning.    Much more than those just
referred to they are animated with the scientific
spirit.    Abreast of the work of other countries,
they have striven to  place sociology upon a
firmer foundation.    Some make it a part of phil-
osophy, others a science; but whatever be their
point of view, they propagate sounder concep-
tions of society and of the best way to improve
it.   Tarde, who claimed to have found a scien-
tific basis for sociology in the laws of imitation,
made his countrymen do much thinking.   Durk-
heim has done brilliant work, and edited that
rich and suggestive publication, the Ann&e sod-
ologique.   Gide, much better known abroad than
at home, is one of the ablest, social investigators
and social workers of Europe.   Bougie combines
the qualities of German scholarship with the best
traits of French savants.    He wrought clearly
and  profoundly   in  the problems  of modern
society.   Paul Leroy-Beaulieu, the eminent pro-